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life, as she had done in the austere and careless days of her
study at the Sorbonne; and her first purchase on their return
from holiday was a black account book with the great word
EXPENSES printed in letters of gold on its cover.
Pierre Curie now earned five hundred francs a month at the
School of Physics. These five hundred francs were the couple's
only resource until Marie's diploma as fellow of the university
would permit her to teach in France.
This would do well enough: with such a sum a modest pair
could live, and Marie knew how to be economical. The difficult
thing was to get the crushing work of one day into twenty-four
hours. Marie passed the whole morning and afternoon at the
laboratory of the school, where a place had been found for her.
The laboratory was happiness; and yet there were a floor to
sweep and a bed to make at the Rue de la Glaciere. Pierre's
clothes had to be kept in good condition and his meals had to
be suitable. With no maid. . . ,
So Marie got up early to go to market; and in the evenings as
she was coining home from school on Pierre's arm she took
him into the grocer's shop or the dairy. She peeled the
vegetables for the noonday meal in the morning before she
went to the laboratory. Where were the days when the careless
Mile Sklodovska didn't know the strange ingredients of soup?
Mme Pierre Curie made it a point of honour to learn them. As
soon as her marriage had been decided, the student had gone
secretly to ask for cookery lessons from old Mme Dluska and
Bronya. She practised cooking a chicken and fried potatoes,
and dutifully prepared wholesome meals for Pierre, who was
indulgence itself, and so absent-minded that he never even
noticed the great effort she made.
Marie was stimulated by a puerile conceit; what a morti-
fication it would be for her if her French mother-in-law, face to
face some day with an unsuccessful omelette, wondered aloud
what on earth they taught the young girls in Warsaw! Marie
read and re-read her cookery book and annotated it con-
scientiously in the margins, reporting her trials, failures and
successes in brief phrases of scientific accuracy.